Surgical approaches to malignant melanoma. Practical guidelines.
Practical guidelines for the surgical approach to malignant melanoma are discussed in detail. Topics include diagnosis and proper biopsy technique; the appropriate preoperative metastatic workup; width of excision margins; treatment of the regional lymph nodes including cutaneous lymphoscintigraphy, intraoperative lymphatic mapping, and sentinel lymphadenectomy; postoperative follow-up schedules; management of local recurrence including surgical resection, isolated limb perfusion, intralesional therapy, adjuvant immunotherapy; management of special clinical situations including subungal melanoma, plantar melanoma, melanoma on the face, melanoma in pregnancy, and the treatment of lesions of uncertain diagnosis.